SUSTAIN Student Application Form
Applications will be reviewed based on the information in the application form below and the support documents provided. 
Please submit your application form via email, along with the following additional support documents:
[image: A green and blue logo

Description automatically generated]UKRI AI Centre for Doctoral Training in Sustainable Understandable agri-food Systems Transformed by Artificial INtelligence (SUSTAIN)  
· 

· Official transcript(s) of your latest and any previous degrees.
· Current CV.
· Language certification (if applicable).
· Personal statement(s) (for each project you select, using the template on the SUSTAIN website).

Complete applications should be submitted to the SUSTAIN team via email to SUSTAIN@lincoln.ac.uk. 
To complete the below form, click or tap into the indicated areas and enter your text. The text box will expand as required. Please ensure you complete all sections marked with an asterisk (*). Failure to do so may result in your application not being shortlisted. 
	Privacy Statement

	By submitting this form, you are agreeing to and confirming that you have read and understood the SUSTAIN CDT Privacy Statement.

	Your details 

	First Name*
(Name by which we should address you)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Middle Name(s)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Surname *
(Family Name)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact number *
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email address *
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	What are your pronouns?
(for example: she/her, they/them etc.)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Postal address *
	Address line 1
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Address line 2 (optional)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	City
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	County / State / Province
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Country
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Postcode/Zip
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Where did you hear about this studentship? *
	Choose an item.

	
	If you selected ‘other’, please specify.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Are you a UK national? *
	Choose an item.

	International Students 

	Please complete this section if you answered ‘No’ to the above question ‘Are you UK national?’. As an ‘international student’, this information will be used to ensure we are able to assess your eligibility. Sections marked with an asterisks(*) within this section are only required for international students.

	Country of nationality *
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Country of birth (if different from above)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are you applying as a Home applicant? * 

	Choose an item.

	If yes* please select the option which applies:
If you are unsure, please visit this website, or email SUSTAIN@lincoln.ac.uk to enquire. Please note that we are not able to give advice on visas. 

	☐ Be a UK national (meeting residency requirements)
☐ Have settled status 
☐ Have pre-settled status (meeting residency requirements)
☐ Have indefinite leave to remain
☐ Irish national living in the UK and/or Ireland

	If you are applying as a home student with settled/pre-settled status, please be aware that evidence of your settled status may be requested as part of the application process. Please ensure you have your gov.uk check code/documentation ready to provide upon request.

	If no * country of permanent residence
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Do you require a Visa to study in the UK? * 
	Choose an item.

	Have you previously studied in the UK? * 
	Choose an item.

	Do you have an in-date English language qualification? 
	Choose an item.

	If you do not have an in-date English language qualification, you may be offered a place with the SUSTAIN CDT on the condition of a successful qualification.

	
	If yes
	Language qualification held (e.g. IELTS, PTE, GCSE)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	Please provide your score
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	Please include a copy of your English language certificate in your submission if possible.

	Your study preferences

	How would you like to study this programme? * (Full time or Part Time) 
	Choose an item.

	Please indicate the projects you would like to apply for *
You can apply for up to three SUSTAIN projects. For those projects selected, please indicate your order of preference (i.e., 1st choice, 2nd choice, 3rd choice). A separate personal statement, using the template on the SUSTAIN website, should be submitted for each project selected. 
Please ensure that you do not include any identifying data (such as name, gender, age etc) within your personal statement.

		Project title
	Preference (1st/2nd/3rd)

	☐
	Project A2124: Exploring the role of Deep Learning and Computer Vision for monitoring on-farm biodiversity. (Dr Roslyn Henry, University of Aberdeen). 
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A2227: Quantitative Verification of Supply Chain Models in the Agri-Food Efficiency Systems: Ensuring Efficiency, Fairness, and Sustainability. (Dr Chunyan Mu, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A2230: Leveraging Airborne and Ground-Based Drones, Canopy Modelling, Digital Twin Technology, and AI Robotics for Climate-Adaptive Vineyard Management in UK Viticulture (Prof Aladdin Ayesh, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A3132: NutriPredict: AI-Driven Prediction of Plant Nutrient Requirements and Growth Evaluation for Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) (Prof Georgios Leontidis & Dr Aiden Durrant, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A3133: Data-Efficient Deep Learning for Taxonomic Classification of Hedgerow Flora from Aerial Imagery. (Dr Aiden Durrant, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A3137: Tracking global conservation progress in agricultural landscapes with earth observation and AI (Dr Roslyn Henry, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project A3142: Use of AI to understand and nudge behaviours towards optimised red meat consumption that benefits human and planetary health (Prof Baukje de Roos, University of Aberdeen).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project L3144: AI-based prediction of avocado storage and ripening. (Prof Simon Parsons, University of Lincoln).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project L3145: Carbon- and Compute-Efficient Agentic AI for Warehouse Optimisation (Dr Heriberto Cuayahuitl Portilla, University of Lincoln).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q2125: Combining hazard prediction and animal and plant health diagnostics for enhanced One-Health decision support under climate change (Prof Eric Morgan, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q3134: APPETITE - AI-powered Platforms for Predictive Evaluation of dieTary Intake, Trends, and biomarkErs (Prof Brian D Green, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q3135: Trustworthy Federated Learning enabled Predictive Analytics for Sustainable Nutrient and Carbon Management in Intensive Livestock Systems (Prof Seán McLoone, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q3136: Exploring Public Perceptions of Artificial Intelligence in Northern Ireland’s Agricultural Sector (Dr Eileen Mitchell, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q3138: CLAR: Multimodal AI for Proactive Herd Health and Dairy Farm Management (Dr Mohammed Hasanuzzaman, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project Q3139: Leveraging AI to Predict Strain-Specific Susceptibility of Candida pathogenic yeast to Novel Antifungal "Resistance Breakers". (Dr Edel Hyland, Queen’s University Belfast).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project S3140: Using AI to Characterise Unknown Bacteriophage from Poorly-Performing vs Well-Performing Broiler Flocks (Dr Didier Devaurs, University of Strathclyde).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project S3141: AI-Driven Detection of Heat Stress in Cattle through Respiration Monitoring for Sustainable and Climate-Resilient Livestock Farming (Prof Christos Tachtatzis, University of Strathclyde).
	Choose an item.
	☐
	Project S3143: Understanding Agriculture's Contribution to the UK's Gaseous Emissions (Prof Craig Michie, University of Strathclyde).
	Choose an item.
	
	
	




	Qualifications

	Please provide details of your academic qualifications in this section.  It is sufficient to provide details of your First Degree (or equivalent qualification), and if applicable, your postgraduate qualifications. 
You should list your qualifications in order in which you obtained them (i.e. Bachelor degree, then postgraduate degree). Please ensure you meet the eligibility criteria for a SUSTAIN PhD Studentship which can be found on the SUSTAIN website. 

	Qualification 1
	Qualification level
	Choose an item.

	
	Qualification type (e.g., MSc, BSc, BEng, MChem)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Qualification subject
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please detail all modules completed as part of this qualification and include the marks achieved
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please detail any projects undertaken as part of this qualification
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date of award, or expected award (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Overall class achieved. (e.g., upper second class honours, distinction). If currently studying, please enter ‘Predicted’ and then your predicted grade
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Qualification 2
	Qualification level
	Choose an item.

	
	Qualification type (e.g., MSc, BSc, BEng, MChem)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Qualification subject
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please detail all modules completed as part of this qualification and include the marks achieved
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please detail any projects undertaken as part of this qualification
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date of award, or expected award (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Overall class achieved. (e.g., upper second-class honours, distinction). If currently studying, please enter ‘Predicted’ and then your predicted grade
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Other Qualifications:
Please enter details of any other qualifications you wish to make us aware of. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Other outputs
Tell us about your major outputs.
E.g., articles in professional or academic journals, presentations or papers at professional and academic conferences, any other publications, patents, products, etc. These outputs can also include evidence of project work undertaken to demonstrate transferable skills from a non-academic background. 
Click or tap here to enter text.



	Extenuating Circumstances Statement

	Is there anything you would like to share about personal circumstances that may have impacted your academic performance and experience? (Optional)
For example, any significant medical challenges, caring responsibilities, or coming from a deprived background. Please explain clearly how this impacted you, as this information will help us better understand your application. You might be asked to provide evidence.

	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Work Experience

	Please provide details of your relevant work experience in this section. Relevant work experience can help support your application. You should list your work experience in reverse chronological order (i.e., most recent first). 

	Work experience 1
	Job title / position
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Name of employer
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please give a brief description of the role
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date employed from (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date employed to (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Work experience 2
	Job title / position
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Name of employer
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Please give a brief description of the role
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date employed from (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date employed to (MM/YYYY)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Other work experience
Please enter details of any other work experience you wish to make us aware of.  
Click or tap here to enter text.



	References

	Please provide the names and email addresses for two referees (including at least one academic) and briefly state their relationship to you. References will not be contacted until after interview. 

	Referee 1 *
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	Relationship to you
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Referee 2 *
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	Relationship to you
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Diversity Monitoring

	As part of UKRI’s equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) strategy, we need to monitor the diversity of our applicants. This data will be treated in complete confidence and will be removed from the application form prior to the selection process.

	What is your date of birth?
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	What is your sex? 
	Choose an item.

	Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?
	Choose an item.

	How would you describe your sexual orientation?
	Choose an item.

	
	If you selected ‘in another way’, please specify (if you wish)
Click or tap here to enter text.

	What is your ethnic group?
	Choose an item.

	
	If any other ethnic background or if you have mixed or multiple ethnic groups, please specify (if you wish)
Click or tap here to enter text.

	What is your religion or belief? 
	Choose an item.

	
	If any other religion or belief, please specify (if you wish)
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Do you have an impairment, health condition, or learning difference that has a substantial impact on your ability to carry out day-to-day activities and has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months?
		☐
	No known impairment, health condition or learning difference

	☐ 
	Learning difference such as dyslexia, dyspraxia or AD(H)D

	☐ 
	Social/communication conditions such as a speech and language impairment or an autistic spectrum condition

	☐
	Long-term illness or health condition such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or epilepsy

	☐
	Mental health condition, challenge or disorder, such as depression, schizophrenia or anxiety

	☐
	Physical impairment (a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities such as walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying)

	☐
	D/deaf or have a hearing impairment

	☐
	Blind or have a visual impairment uncorrected by glasses

	☐
	Development condition that you have had since childhood which affects motor, cognitive, social and emotional skills, and speech and language

	☐
	An impairment, health condition or learning difference not listed above

	☐
	Prefer not to say




	
	If other, please specify (if you wish)
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Do you have any caring responsibilities for a child/children and/or another adult/s? 
	Choose an item.

	What was the occupation of your main household earner when you were about aged 14?
	Choose an item.
	For Example:
Modern professional & traditional professional occupations such as: teacher, nurse, physiotherapist, social worker, musician, police officer (sergeant or above), software designer, accountant, solicitor, medical practitioner, scientist, civil / mechanical engineer.
Senior, middle or junior managers or administrators such as: finance manager, chief executive, large business owner, office manager, retail manager, bank manager, restaurant manager, warehouse manager.
Clerical and intermediate occupations such as: secretary, personal assistant, call centre agent, clerical worker, nursery nurse.
Technical and craft occupations such as: motor mechanic, plumber, printer, electrician, gardener, train driver.
Routine, semi-routine manual and service occupations such as: postal worker, machine operative, security guard, caretaker, farm worker, catering assistant, sales assistant, HGV driver, cleaner, porter, packer, labourer, waiter/waitress, bar staff.
Long-term unemployed (claimed Jobseeker’s Allowance or earlier unemployment benefit for more than a year).
Small business owners who employed less than 25 people such as: corner shop owners, small plumbing companies, retail shop owner, single restaurant or cafe owner, taxi owner, garage owner.
Other such as: retired, this question does not apply to me, I don’t know.

	Did you attend school in the UK for the majority of time between the ages of 11 – 16?  
	Choose an item.
	What type of school did you attend for the majority of your time between the ages of 11 - 16?
	Choose an item.
	If you finished school after 1980 in the UK, were you eligible for free school meals at any point during your school years?
	Choose an item.
	Did either of your parents attend university and gain a degree (e.g. BA/BSc or equivalent) by the time you were 18?
	Choose an item.
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